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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I was appointed to undertake the audit of the Annual Return of the Annual Report for 
the year ended 31 March 2023 of Penbryn Community Council on behalf of the 
Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public 
Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General 
for Wales. 

I am required to come to an opinion as to whether or not any matters have come to 
my attention to give cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information 
reported in the Council’s Annual Return:  
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;  
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;  
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and  
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.  

I certify that I have completed the obligations placed upon me to undertake an audit 
of the Council’s Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2022-23. 

Disclaimer of audit opinion 

Accounting Statement  

I do not express an opinion on the Council’s 2022-23 accounts.  

Because of the significance of the matter described in the Basis for Disclaimer below, 
I have not been able to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a basis 
for an audit opinion.  

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  

The Council has provided positive responses to each of the assertions in the Annual 
Governance Statement. However, my audit identified the following:  
• Assertion 1: The Council did not approve the accounts by 30 June 2022 as 

required by the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 
• Assertion 1: The Council has not maintained accounting records during the year 
• Assertion 2: My examination of the Council records identified no evidence that 

the Council had established an adequate and effective system of internal 
control 



Page 2 of 3 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh 
or English / Cysylltwch â ni’n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg. 

 

• Assertion 3: The Council does not publish on its website the information it is 
required to publish electronically by the Democracy and Boundary Commission 
Cymru etc. Act 2013 and the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

• Assertion 4: The Council did not make arrangements for public inspection of 
accounts in 2022 

• Assertion 6: The Council did not have in place an adequate and effective 
system of internal audit for the year. 

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of 
resources 
I am unable to conclude whether or not the Council has proper arrangements in 
place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources 
• The Council did not provide sufficient information for me to complete my 

programme of audit work 

Basis for Disclaimer  

The Council is required to make up its accounts to 31 March each year. It must also 
maintain proper accounting records of all transactions incurred during the year. 

The Accounting Statement presented for audit only includes transactions incurred 
from 1 April 2022 until 22 July 2022. The Council’s former clerk did not maintain 
accounting records beyond this date. 

In my opinion, the Council has failed to meet its responsibilities to properly account 
for the public funds it receives.  

I have therefore been unable to complete my audit of the 2022-23 accounts.  

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Requirement to prepare accounts and submit the accounts for audit 

The Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 requires the Council to make up its accounts to 31 
March each year and for the Auditor General to audit the accounts. The Accounts 
and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the Council to approve the accounts by 
30 June immediately following the year end. 

Every year, we issue an audit notice to the Council setting out the timetable for 
submission of accounts for audit. Submission of the accounts is usually required in 
July or August each year 
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The Council has failed to comply with these requirements for every year since 2014-
15. The 2019-20 to 2022-23 accounts were only provided for audit in February 2025.  

In the meantime, the Council continued to raise a precept that is payable by the 
Council’s residents without properly meeting its duty to account for these funds. In 
this respect, the Council is failing its responsibility for accountability to its residents. 

We recommend that: 
•  the Council establishes a standing item for its June meetings to receive and 

approve the accounts 
• if the accounts are not available for this meeting, the Council establishes what 

has gone wrong and takes the necessary steps to ensure the Clerk prepares 
the accounts as soon as possible thereafter. 

Information required for audit 

Our annual audit notice sets out the information the Council is required to submit for 
audit.  

We recommend that the Council uses this notice as a checklist to ensure it provides 
all relevant information  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 13/05/2025 

 








	Penbryn CC 31 March 2023.pdf
	Letter Template No Letterh460.pdf
	Auditor General’s report and audit opinion


