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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2020 of Penbryn Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly/fairly 
presents the Council’s receipts and payments/income and expenditure and financial 
position: 
• The Council has not provided sufficient information for me to complete my

programme of work
• The Council has not provided comparative amounts for the 2018-19 financial

year
• The opening balance for the 2019-20 financial year is not equal to the closing

balance stated on the Council’s 2018-19 Accounting Statement

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  

The Council has provided positive responses to each of the assertions in the Annual 
Governance Statement. However, my audit identified the following:  
• Assertion 1: The Council did not approve the accounts by 30 June 2020 as 

required by the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014
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• Assertion 2: My examination of the Council records identified no evidence that 
the Council had established an adequate and effective system of internal 
control

• Assertion 4: The Council did not make arrangements for public inspection of 
accounts in 2020

• Assertion 6: The Council did not have in place an adequate and effective 
system of internal audit for the year.

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of 
resources 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Council has proper arrangements in 
place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources 
• The Council did not provide sufficient information for me to complete my

programme of audit work

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Requirement to prepare accounts and submit the accounts for audit 

The Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 requires the Council to make up its accounts to 31 
March each year and for the Auditor General to audit the accounts. The Accounts 
and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the Council to approve the accounts by 
30 June immediately following the year end. 

Every year, we issue an audit notice to the Council setting out the timetable for 
submission of accounts for audit. Submission of the accounts is usually required in 
July or August .each year 

The Council has failed to comply with these requirements for every year since 2014-
15. The 2019-20 to 2022-23 accounts were only provided for audit in February 2025.

In the meantime, the Council continued to raise a precept that is payable by the 
Council’s residents without properly meeting its duty to account for these funds. In 
this respect, the Council is failing its responsibility for accountability to its residents. 

We recommend that: 
• the Council establishes a standing item for its June meetings to receive and

approve the accounts
• if the accounts are not available for this meeting, the Council establishes what

has gone wrong and takes the necessary steps to ensure the Clerk prepares
the accounts as soon as possible thereafter.
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Information required for audit 

Our annual audit notice sets out the information the Council is required to submit for 
audit.  

We recommend that the Council uses this notice as a checklist to ensure it provides 
all relevant information  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales 
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales 

Date: 13/05/2025 
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